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,. Wahi KOpuna are special spaces and places where Native Hawaiians maintain relationships to the past 

and foster their identity and well-being in the present. ~ 

WAHi KUPUNA (ANCESTRAL PLACES) 
> Ke Kula o Kama'oma'o - central plains of the isthmus region of Maui. 

• The dune systems in this region are famed sites of historic battles and play an important cultural role in the interment 
of iwi {bones). 

> Kahului {ili 'aina, town) - Town, elementary school, port, bay, railroad and surfing area known as Kahului Breakwater. 
> Kanaha {pond) - wildlife sanctuary and pong near Kahului, Maui, said to have been built by Chief Kiha-a-Pi'ilani. 
> Pauk□kalo - Taro piece - homesteads, coastal area, and surging area of Kahului. 

INOA •AINA (PLACE NAMES) 
> Wailuku means "waters of destruction". 
> Kahului, also known as Kaihuwa'a (nose of the canoe) and Kaimuhe'e (imu for cooking octopus). 

NO KAUA (REGARDING RAIN) 
> Uhiwai - rain of 'Tao, Wailuku 
> 'Ulalena - rain of Wailuku Maui, and identified for 

~ Kama'oma'o 
L___J > Naulu - rain of Kama'oma'o 
,'1'1'1'1 > Kili'o'opu - rain associated with Wailuku and Waihe'e 

> Ho'eha'ili - rain associated with Waiehu and Wailuku 
> LilThua - Rain of Waiehu 
> Kili - Rain of Waihe'e 

NO KA MAKANI (REGARDING WIND) 
> Haule - Mauoni 
> Kololio - WaikapO 
> Kokololio - WaikapO 
> l'-iki - Wailuku 
> Makana-lawe-malie - Wailuku 
> Kili'o'opu - Wailuku and Waihe'e 
> 'O'opu - Waihe'e 
> 'Akipohe - Waihe'e 
> Ho'o'eha-ili - Waiehu 

f) 



NATIVE HAWAIIAN HISTORY 
The shoreline along Kahului Bay (now Kahului Harbor) 
was commonly used to Hukilau, a traditional form of 
fishing using a large number of people to drive fish 
from the sea into a large net and onto shore. Lawai'a 
Kolo (drag net fishing) was also practiced in Kahului 
Harbor. This method of fishing can yield a large 
quantity of fish, but requires a sandy bottom to avoid 
the net snagging on boulders or coral. 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE 
Hawaiian_ oral traditions convey a general sense of 
Kanaka 'Oiwi (Native Hawaiian) history, the connection 
to land, how people live, and their traditional land 
tenure. This can be expressed through mele (songs), 
'6lelo no'eau {proverbs), pana no'eau (sayings), 
mo'olelo (stories), mo'ok0'auhau (geneaologies) and 
accounts in n □pepa (newspaper). 

Hawaiians honored and celebrated the world around 
them by the careful, thoughtful, and intentional act of 
giving a name, and therefore, mana (authority or 
power) to a person, place or thing. Natural features of 
the landscape, oceanscape, and skyscape were 
observed intimately by those who were of, and 
frequented a place so deeply, that the particularities of 
the natural elements were understood and named to 
honor, describe, and celebrate it. 

HOALOHA PARK TIMELINE 
Yesterday ... Today ... and Tomorrow 

Modern-day Kahului had a network of rivers, 
streams, and wetlands that fed into Kahului 
Bay, irrigated lo'i kalo, and nearby Kanaha 
Fishpond. Ulu (breadfruit) was cultivated in the 
Wailuku lowlands and plains and dried lo'i may 
have been planted with mai'a (banana). 

Battle of Kakanilua fought between 
Hawai'i Island chief Kalani'Opu'u and 
Maui chief Kahek ili. 

Kamehameha I and his army invade - ------(" 
Maui. Kamehameha I lands his war 
canoes at Kahului Bay 

Presbyterian Missionary Richard 
Armstrong diarizes about a tsunami 
that destroyed the Hawaiian 
settlement fringing Kahului Bay. 

Kahului Railroad Inc., formed and 
headquartered on the shore of 
Kahului Bay, east of Hoaloha Park. 

• 

Kahului Railroad 
Company 1n-f1lls lowlands 
around Kahului, perhaps 
including Hoaloha Park, 
where fill soils are 

predominant 1930S 

Harry and Frank 
Baldwin re-envis ion 
Kahului as a "Dream --~ 
City" and begin 
subdevelopment 

Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana 
formed. Hoaloha Park is an 
important gathering and 
launching site for the 
organization. 

Traditional Hawaiian Times 

Wailuku is a known location of 
Hawaiian settlements 

J------ ~~~~~~:i~:t~ on 

Wailuku 

Dredging of Kahului Bay completed, 
and 1,000-ft. breakwater 
constructed to create safe harbor for 

l----- boats spurred by the 

Sociological 
study and map 
created of 

commercialization of sugar. 

Construction of Maui Seaside Hotel 

J----- The local Soroptomist Club clears the 
polluted beach and coastal expanse, 
and gives the study area the name 
"Hoaloha Park." 

Hawaiian Canoe Club and Na Kai 
'Ewalu Canoe Club relocate to Hoaloha 
Park due to Harbor expansion 

Two parcels acquired by the 
County from A&B Properties 
double the size of Hoaloha Park to 
a total of 5 acres. 

The shoreline of Kahului Bay, including Hoaloha Park, contains known burial grounds recorded in Hawaiian oral traditions 
and corroborated by contemporary historical and archaeological studies. Any ground disturbing activities (onshore or 
offshore) could lead to the discovery of iwi k□puna (ancestral remains). 

Kahului Harbor has been dredged periodically since its establishment, and Hoaloha Park as well as the adjacent shoreline 
have been previously disturbed through development. One burial was previously discovered in the Hoaloha Park Area and 
has been reinterred and honored with an existing placard in the Park. 

Archaeological studies in the immediate area have identified isolated historical artifacts and a subsurface waterworn 
pavement likely part of a historical trail network. Previous studies and projects along the central Maui coastline have 
discovered iwi k□puna including in the vicinity of Hoaloha Park. The Adaptation Plan for Hoaloha Park will identify the 
potential for encountering iwi k□puna on the site, particularly as the shoreline erodes over time. Any future discoveries will 
require compliance with laws around cultural preservation to ensure that remains are treated respectfully in consultation 
with lineal descendants. 



HOALOHA PARK USER PROFILE 
SURVEY REPORT 

CANOE PADDLING AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL AND TRADITIONAL USES 
Hoaloha park has been home to traditional Hawaiian canoe paddling since the mid 1990s when the canoe 
clubs were displaced from their previous location to make way for the expansion of the Harbor facilities, 
and were provided an opportunity to relocate to Hoaloha Park. Two canoe clubs (Hawaiian Canoe Club and 
Na Kai 'Ewalu) maintain two canoe hale at the park, and other paddling organizations and schools regularly -~~\ 
make use of the park for paddling training and regattas. • . -.: ~;. '.), 

Canoe paddling represents a living culture and tradition that consultees felt strongly should be maintained ' ~ _,, 
and celebrated. Additionally, some contemporary uses of Hoaloha Park are rooted in tradition, including . , 
use of the imu (earth oven); religious practices {prayer), and 'awa (kava) ceremonies; fishing; canoe 
carving, building, and related cultural protocols and practices. Cultural enrichment programs also occur in 
the park associated with the ahu dedicated to Kanaloa, installed in 1995, and the traditional Hawaiian hale 
installed in 2010. The park is also an important gathering and launching site for the Protect Kaho'olawe 
'Ohana, a movement to protect the island of Kaho'olawe from the damaging impacts of military use. 

Moving forward, it is crucial to recognize the living cultures and traditions (Hawaiian, canoe clubs, local) 
associated with the study area. Efforts should consider maintaining access for park users in a way that 
respects, upholds, and is not disruptive to the Native and local activities and practices of the area. 

VULNERABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
> Damage to cultural resources. 
> Potential exposure of iwi k□puna due to coastal erosion 
> Loss of land due to coastal erosion leading to loss of space to conduct cultural practices such as Hawaiian canoe 

paddling, ceremonies, and cultural protocols. 

ADAPTATION CONSIDERATIONS 
> Continuing contemporary cultural and traditional uses on the site. 
> Protecting and expanding the shoreline dune to ensure that iwi k□puna remain interred in place. 
> Developing a proactive burial management plan to be implemented if iwi k□puna are discovered on the site. 

For more information, please contact 

County of Maui Department 
of Parks & Recreation 

Contact: Erika Hughston 
Phone: 808-270-7387 
Email: erika.hughston@co.maui.hi.us 

SSFM International 
Contact: Melissa May 
Phone: 808-628-5861 
Email: mmay@ssfm.com 

SSFm 
International 
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